Several hundred scientific papers were presented in 13 different sections, ranging from mathematics and statistics to anthropology and archeology. Symposia, panel discussions, and special lectures dealt with a variety of timely topics, such as energy, environmental pollution, and consumer education. For the first time, the Congress program was planned around a focal theme: "Science and Integrated Rural Development." The inspiration for the adoption of a single interdisciplinary theme came from the impact the 1975 AAAS Annual Meeting on "Science and the Quality of Life" had made on the Indian scientists.
M. S. Swaminathan, F.R.S., director of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research, was elected president of the 63rd session by the Indian Science Congress Association. His presidential address called for a national policy of scientific development, in which rural assets and liabilities would be reviewed and guidelines developed for using the tools of science to enhance rural life.
The highlight of the meeting was the opening session, in which Prime Minister Indira Gandhi spoke. In commenting on the meeting theme, she pointed out that the drain of talent from village to town was an old and universal form of brain drain. There was no question in her mind that India had to make a deliberate effort to turn this tide. 
